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and refused to help Bajirao. At first the Marathas won
some important successes. In May 1733 Bajirao repulsed
an attack led by Sidi Rahyan, in which the leader and a
hundred of his men fell. He also took the forts of Tala
and Gossala and plundered Rajpuri, Nagothna and other
towns of the Sidis. About the same time Manaji Angre,
<6ekhoji's younger brother, inflicted a severe defeat on the
Sidis' fleet near Janjira. On the 8th June 1733 Bajirao
retook Raygad amid the universal rejoicings of the Maratha
people. The historic fortress, the capital of the great
king, had been taken by Aurangzib in October 1789 and
had for over forty-three years been in the possession of
the Abyssinians. At the end of June, Sekhoji Angre took
the fort of Ravai on the Pen river and the fort of Thai
close to Bombay. But these advantages were more or less
nullified by the murder of Sidi Abdulla, on whose help the
Marathas had counted in their final attack upon the island,
Rid of their brother, the remaining Sidis defended them-
selves with stubborn courage and held in a firmer grip
Anjanvel, Govalkot, Viziadurg and Janjira. The English,
too, became alarmed at the near approach of the Marathas
and were incensed by Sekhoji Angre's capture of an
English ship called the Rose, which he held to ransom for
7603 rupees. The chief hope, however, of the Sidis lay in
the jealousies of the Maratha captains. It was in vain
that Shahu reprimanded his generals; it was in vain that
Brahmendraswami refused to plunge into his annual
religious trance. Still their bickerings continued. In
August 1733 the Sidis amused the Pratinidhi with pretended
offers of peace. At the same time they attacked and
defeated a Maratha division under Bankaji Naik at Chiplun.
They then broke off their negotiations with the Pratinidhi
and inflicted on him two severe reverses. The unlucky
commander appealed to Shahu, who ordered Chimnaji
Appa to take him reinforcements. On various pleas
Chimnaji Appa put off his obedience to the order, until
the exasperated king wrote to him that, unless he started